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I am pleased to say that I am now well on 
the road to recovery after being out of ac-
tion due to complications of winter ills. In 
my absence I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to say thank you to all have kept 
things going. 

 On a bright note, back in June, I 
had I the privilege of judging the 
Moorabool Environmental Group commu-
nity photographic exhibition. The theme 
was the natural beauty within the 
Moorabool shire, and the exhibition cer-
tainly achieved that end. Of particular note 
is that the standard of this year’s exhibition 
was a lot higher, an encouraging sign that 
this is sure to evolve into an exhibition of 
prestige. Of particular note was the winner 
of the under 17 section, Keely Fitzsim-
monds, who is a talented 12 year old who 
also won this section also last year. This 
year she entered a beautiful abstract im-
age of a tree reflected in water. The form 
and composition of this image showed 
wonderful vision. It was also pleasing to 
note that she is a junior member of CHIPA. 
It will be exciting to see her future work. 

 Earlier in the month I also had the 
pleasure of attending Goldfields Image 
Makers at Maryborourgh Camera Club so-
cial evening. It was a very enjoyable even-
ing and was an opportunity to meet past 
acquaintances and make new ones. The 
evening was made more interesting with 
the showing of members’ work in a show-
and-tell format, which was a refreshing 
change. They also plan to do a show and 
tell of their photographs with the theme "if 
only". This set me thinking why do we al-
ways only show our best work, and why 

not share those images that have not 
worked? What a wonderful learning oppor-
tunity! Well done to Goldfields Image Mak-
ers and thank you to all the members.  

 In last month’s Newsbrief you would 
have noted the request for members to be-
come part of a committee to assist with the 
planning and running of the VAPS Con-
vention. Having a committee will make the 
planning easier and lessen the workload. 
But more importantly it will ensure that we 
will be able to continue to deliver annual 
conventions that will benefit all our mem-
bers. 

 As with any organization there are 
always winds of change and at the mo-
ment we have a number of committee that 
are planning to step down due to family 
and personal reasons. So it is time to think 
about how you can help. My personal ex-
perience has shown me that being part of 
the VAPS committee has been rewarding 
and has provided me with the opportunity 
to develop new friendships. Our manage-
ment committee requires people with vary-
ing skills so there is something there to 
suit all, no matter what your level is. It is 
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an ideal opportunity to be able to give 
back our photographic community.  

 Like many of you photography has 
been, and is, a wonderful journey. My per-
sonal journey though life has given me the 
foundation to use the camera as a guide, 
and it’s allowed me to see things and fo-
cus on things that at times an average per-
son wouldn’t even notice. As a photogra-
pher I have learnt to focus on what’s im-
portant, capture the good times and devel-
op from the negatives. If things don’t work 
out, just move on and start another pro-
ject. There are no "If onlys", as it is all 
these experiences that bring us to the 
point of where we are today. 

Ron Speed, President, VAPS 
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Ideas Forum Shireen Hammond 
Shireen’s contributions to the VAPS Convention this 
year were very well received.  Vera Curnow inter-
viewed her after the Convention: 

Shireen and Robert Hammond started working as a 
visual team in their own marketing business, de-
signing clothing for big corporations such as Mer-
cedes Benz, Macquarie Bank and Honda. One of 
the specialities of their business was to provide the 
design and manufacture of the Grand Prix special-
ised corporate apparel. They handled every aspect 
from design to the catalogue production in a niche 
market, but realised the photographers were not 
presenting the garments to a marketable level. 
Shireen decided that at 35 years old, it was time for 
her to attend the International College of Profes-
sional Photography - ICPP and for three years she 
dedicated herself to night study and learned the 
skills needed to see her vision and eye for detail 
through beautiful photographs. 

 Shireen had a friend who was a wedding 
photographer and received a call one day explain-

ing her need of another photographer to help cover 
a wedding. Shireen did not feel confident being a 
‘wedding photographer’ but she assisted her friend 
and quickly realised that she did have the sort of 
personality that was in harmony with wedding pho-
tography. She found the experience romantic and 
joyful in comparison to her own industry of male 
dominated, high pressure and all work no fun envi-
ronment.   She discovered her passion for capturing 
people, places and relationships. 

 Shireen uses a Canon 5D Mark III as they 
are light and comfortable, with the 100mm macro 
and the 70-200mm and 17mm being her favourite 
lenses in her kit. Shireen finds this gear most appro-
priate for telling her client’s stories. Her motive be-
hind shooting weddings is to give someone what 
she would have dreamed to have and did not get. 
“Being able to create art at the same time as please 
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your couples,  guiding, nurturing and helping your 
clients to put their trust in you, they will relax and 
allow you to do what you do best -  which in turn 
allows me to use all aspects of my knowledge and 
experience gained over the years”. Shireen shoots 
for an album and to capture the story of the day, so 
she will insist on certain shots for documenting and 
creating the flow from home to the wedding to re-
ception and holds the importance of telling the 
whole story through the generations and cultural 
traditions. 

 Being of Indian descent, her background 
culture is a big influence on how she views the es-
sence of the story she wishes to tell. She shoots 
many different cultural weddings, from small inti-
mate affairs to celebrations with hundreds of people. 
Shireen loves the diversity and exploration of what 
families share and love and live and capturing all of 
this on the wedding day is as important to her, as it 
is to the families and their future generations. As 
Shireen loves tradition, she takes the opportunity to 
capture weddings from all cultures including Austral-
ian, Arabic, Greek, Asian, Indian, Lebanese, the list 
goes on and so does her love of different ceremo-

nies, people and family. In order to capture this, 
Shireen will be there as long as is needed for the 
story, from preparation right through to the reception. 
No mock cutting of the cake here, there is such a 
difference to what the family receive with the family 
cheering in the background, it makes such a differ-
ence to capture the actual atmosphere and in turn, 
this improves your sales as our couples have the 
emotional attachment to those images. 

 Shireen starts the storytelling through meet-
ing the clients before the wedding and photo-
graphing an engagement shoot. This allows the 
couple and Shireen to feel comfortable with each 
other and it gives her the opportunity to show the 
clients how she gently guides them (often through 
laughter)  for the most flattering capture. This ‘trial 
run’ helps the couple to learn how to “love each oth-
er on camera”: to take direction from Shireen so that 
on the day the shots can be taken with less instruc-
tion and time. Developing that relationship allows 
the couple to feel confident in Shireen's abilities and 
she can get to the job of giving them their dream 
wedding images. Shireen gives the couple the op-
portunity to let them experience that sometimes, the 
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more uncomfortable the pose, the better they will 
look on camera and experiencing this allows the 
couple to relax more and take in more of their spe-
cial day without worrying about how they are going 
to look as they know Shireen has their best interests 
at heart. 

 Shireen has her repertoire of poses she 
took about three years to develop and master and 
she uses that experience to work the style of shots 
needed to give the family the album they desire. 
Having a routine on the day was important to 
Shireen when starting in the industry, to make sure 
she delivered what she needed to her clients, but 
now she prefers the challenge and excitement of 
creating on the go and finds this more enjoyable 
and challenging, keeping her passion alive and pal-
pable. This allows her to get all of the important 
shots completed quickly and then she can move on 
to the more artistic and creative side of capturing 
the wedding party giving them unique photographs 
and beautiful experience. When training her new 

photographers, Shireen teaches a ‘must get’ shot 
list so that all the main people and poses are cov-
ered to ensure the clients get what they want and 
then the photographer can get what they want crea-
tively for the remainder of the wedding.  

 Shireen has a passion for creating family 
memories. When her father died, Shireen and her 
sister realised that they did not have a family portrait 
and it was too late. Robert had been encouraging 
Shireen to explore portrait photography,  the death 
of her father acted as a catalyst for Shireen, chang-
ing her whole attitude towards family portraiture. 
Through tears, Shireen explained that when her 
father died, she put her camera down and lost the 
will to shoot. A few weeks after this, her children 
gathered from afar to meet some of the young cous-
ins for the first time. This moment was so intense 
that it compelled her to pick up her camera. The 
moment was too precious to let go, and Shireen 
decided at that moment to capture families so that 
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they could preserve memories for all generations to 
cherish. 

Shireen got involved in National Family Portrait 
month. This is an initiative run by Bernie Griffifths to 
raise funds for the Breast Cancer Foundation and 
simultaneously raise the awareness of the im-
portance of family portraits. Shireen is a breast can-
cer survivor and detailed her experience in the re-
cent VAPS convention.  Whilst  Shireen recovered 
from her mastectomy and was undergoing chemo-
therapy she and Robert started a long term project 
of photographing a book called The dogs of Eltham. 
The vision of the project is to provide a beautiful 
history of the Dogs and beauty of Eltham and their 
families. The project allowed the Hammonds to look 
for the ‘story within the story’. Shireen’s personal 
feelings on this subject and creating memories for 
families to cherish combined with her newly found 
skills in portrait photography and her extensive ex-
perience in wedding photography has further 
shaped the way the she can help families to tell 
their stories in images. This initiative fitted perfectly 
with the families and gorgeous homes around 
Eltham and allowed Shireen and Robert to have a 
cuppa with the families, get to know more of their 
community, and find out about their families includ-
ing their pets. What they found was that some of the 
families living in grand old homes had been there 
for generations and there were such stories to be 
shared and told from living in one house, they were 
inspiring.  Shireen and Rob are working on the pro-
duction of the book celebrating the dogs of Eltham.  

 Shireen discovered through this a new-
found passion for capturing Visual Stories through 
enviromental portraiture – and this led her to win the 
AIPP 2014 Victorian Family photographer of the 
Year.  As a member of AIPP since she was a stu-
dent in photography, Shireen is the currently the 
vice president of the Victorian Professional Photog-
raphy Awards, and her involvement in the VIPPY’s 
helps her to nourish her mentoring role, with Rob 
alongside her teaching Adobe Photoshop and Light-
room techniques. Shireen explained that her mentor 

helped her in her most difficult time, and having 
someone to believe in her made the difference she 
needed to continue. Being in the AIPP helped her to 
see that professional photographers were still ‘just 
people’ and their welcoming attitude and willingness 
to share knowledge has ingrained in her belief that it 
is important to give back to the photographic com-
munity in the same way. 

 Shireen has never been part of a local cam-
era club as she did not know about them! She was 
directed to join the AIPP from her school and so the 
AIPP became her ‘camera club’ with the main differ-
ence being that the members were all professionals, 
but she was honoured when Melbourne Camera 
Club asked her to be a guest speaker.  

 Shireen and Robert love the concept of 
camera club organisations and suggest that it is a 
great place to share with like minded people without 
having to be a professional photographer. They no-
ticed in the VAPS print display there were some 
prints they had seen go through the VPPY awards 
and so there are professional photographers in 
camera clubs who could be fantastic mentors for 
newer photographers. In the spirit of sharing and 
telling stories, what better way to celebrate and fos-
ter this than getting together with fellow club mem-
bers and exchanging images and attending group 
outings. 

 As Jim Carrey recently said “The effect you 
have on others is the most valuable currency there 
is.”  
  I interviewed the Hammonds after spend-
ing a delightful four days in Bendigo exploring their 
inspirations and discovering the trials and tribula-
tions that have shaped who they today. They work 
beautifully as a team and have a wealth of 
knowledge and compassion to share.  

 Shireen has won countless awards, with 
some of the highlights including AIPP Gold Bar 
Master Triple Master of Photography, the prestig-
ious AIPP Victorian Wedding Photographer of the 
Year in 2007, 2008, 2009, and just this year again in 
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2015 and equally prestigious AIPP Victorian Family 
Portrait Photographer of the Year in 2014 to name 
only a few. She is a wife, mother to six and grand-
mother to 4 in her spare time. 

 You can view more of their work at the Field 
Of Vision website http://fovphoto.com.au/ where you 
will also find a blog, gallery and details of work-
shops and a link to the Facebook page. 

Vera Curnow.  

From the clubs 
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For more information go to the club’s website at: 
http://www.pakenhamcameraclub.org  
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Photography Exhibition 
Chinese Photography Club of Victoria Australia 

澳大利亚维州华人摄影协会 

 

August 5 to 16 

Over one hundred photos by 27 Photographers  
A showcase of the photographer’s appreciation of living in Australia 

 and around the world.  

First stage show 

5th - 9th August 2015,  12pm-4pm 

Second stage show 

 12th - 16th, August 2015, 12pm-4pm 
Different photos in each show 

A DVD continually showing in the mini Gallery Theatrette 

This Exhibition is supported by the City of Monash 

The Highway Gallery 
14 The Highway, Mt Waverley  

 Enquiries:  9807 7261  or  0425 793 461   Ample parking   Mel 70 E2 
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ARTISTS’ STATEMENT 
  
 Double Exposure is a joint exhibition by two great mates who share a love of photography.  It’s 
our way of showing and expressing our passion to like-minded people in our very first exhibition togeth-
er.  
 
 Kerrie Gerlach is a local photographer from Whittlesea, mother of three and wife of one.  She 
has had an interest in photography all her life, but over the past 10 years or so she has gotten more seri-
ous about exploring this interest, which continues to be both exciting and rewarding.  Kerrie is a member 
of two photography clubs, through which she has made many friends and learnt a lot. Kerrie likes to use 
her holidays as photo shoots and is adept at finding the inherent beauty in her subject matter.  
 
 “I love what I do, I’m passionate about what I do and the day I stop learning is the day I give it 
away.” 
  
 Joanne Junor is a local photographic artist from Whittlesea, also a mother of three and wife of 
one.  Joanne’s interest in photography extends back to her high school days, hiding away in her home-
made darkroom in the ceiling of her parents’ house, developing her own photos.  She has come a long 
way from those days, developing a unique style that captures the essence of her subject matter. Joanne 
is also a member of two photography clubs and is grateful for the knowledge, friendship and encourage-
ment these clubs bring.    
 
 Joanne loves all types of photography and is passionate about capturing moments in time as 
well as the beauty of natural places. 
 
 Photography allows us to capture and express our passion for the natural world and its peo-
ple.  Exhibiting our work in a printed format gives us the opportunity to share our craft.  Double Exposure 
brings together a diverse range of work of which we are very proud. 
 
We hope you enjoy viewing our work as much as we enjoy creating it. 
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Advertising in Newsbrief 

House style employs Arial Narrow font, 12 point for body text, 14 point or 18 point for headings.  
Images can be submitted as jpegs up to 300 dpi. Larger images may be reduced to fit.  

Submissions preferred in Microsoft Word format, but pdfs will be accepted 
Newsbrief Editor: Karel Reus, editor@vaps.org.au" 

Advertisers and Sponsors 

DAVID HARRADINE 
LIGHTROOM AND PHOTOSHOP COURSES 2015 

David continues to offer a $100 discount for Affiliated club members  
on all of his advertised courses through 2015. 

Just enter the code VAPS when registering at the training website www.whack.com.au 

David also offers private classes for a minimum 4 and maximum of 6 people at $195 per person 

 

Private classes can be weekdays or weekends,  
however please have your minimum of 4 people together before  

contacting David to discuss dates. 

Clubs can also benefit with a full day seminar at your club for $1200 

Contact David to discuss your clubs needs and suitable dates 
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Victorian Associa on of Photographic Socie es Inc 

Welcomes Epson Australia Pty Ltd 

A new and valued sponsor for our members’ benefit. 
 
 

Special Offer from Epson for VAPS Club Members 
 
 

Register at the following link to receive a $20 online shop voucher as well as 
many offers from the Epson range of products. 

 
h p://www.epson.com.au/cameraclub 

 
We encourage our club members to support Epson in your next printer purchase. Visit their 
website at epson.com.au to get all of the informa on on the new Epson SureColor SC‐P600. 

 
Thank you Epson for your support to the Camera Clubs of Victoria 
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Victorian Associations of Photographic Societies Inc  
Proudly welcomes a new sponsor - Imagebank Australia 

 
 

At this years interclub competition Imagebank Australia will be awarding   
vouchers for an 11” x 14” acrylic print  

(valued at $105 each) to 20 photographers  
selected from the AIPC Victorian print finalists. 

 
 

Selection and awards will be made by the AIPC selection committee 
 and announced at the annual dinner. 

 
 

Further to the above Imagebank Australia will be offering monthly prizes of  
acrylic prints to a competition that will be set up via our Facebook page.  

As soon as details are finalised they will be distributed to all clubs  
and announced via the website and Facebook. 

 
 

On behalf of the VAPS community we would like to thank the management 
and staff of Imagebank Australia for their kind and  

generous sponsorship and we look forward to a long association.  
 
 

Sponsor 
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VAPS Matters 

Affiliate of VAPS -  
Australian  Photographic  Society 

http://www.a-p-s.org.au/ 

Sponsor 

Sponsor of VAPS 
 

www.crumpler.com/au 

A new association has been founded with the in-
terest in training and supporting photographic 
judges. Previous editions of Newsbrief contained 
initial information about the APJA. Watch for more 
news about the APJA in future editions. 
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2015 VAPS Committee 

President  
Ron Speed  
0433 364 844  
president@vaps.com.au 
 
Vice President/Chair Judging Sub-committee  
Alfred Zommers  
asgz47_99@outlook.com  
 
Vice President 
Richard Hallford 
 
Secretary/Convention  
Lorraine Holden  
(03) 9557 7951  
secretary@vaps.com.au 
 
Treasurer/Accountant  
Jeanette Colson  
treasurer@vaps.com.au 
 
Badges & Awards 
Margaret Zommers  
 
Web Administrator/Convention 
Rebecca Nicolandos  
webadministrator@vaps.com.au 
 
Committee Member/Judging  
Ian Rolfe  
 
Newsbrief Editor  
Karel Reus 
0404 882 419 
editor@vaps.org.au 
 
 

History & Archives  
Alan Wilson  
 
Committee Member/Assistant Web Admin. 
Betty Bibby 
 
Committee Member 
Vera Curnow 
 
Committee Member  
Peter Calder 
 
Convention/Interclub sub committee 
Peter Kewley  
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A Brief History: 
 
Camera clubs have existed in Melbourne since the 1890’s, and an umbrella organisation called the  
Victorian Photographic Affiliation was formed in 1908. This guided amateur photography in Victoria for forty 
years. The Victorian Association of Photographic Societies was formed on 27 September 1952 and com-
prised 12 clubs. This has grown to more than 60 clubs in 2014. VAPS is a non-profit association that is en-
tirely self-funded. The Association is run by an elected Committee of Management which is responsible for 
the operations  of the Association, and for ensuring the Association fulfils the objectives. 

Legal 
Victorian Association of Photographic Societies welcomes contributions from interested parties, however Victorian Association of Photograph-
ic Societies accepts no responsibility for the content of these contributions and the views contained therein are not necessarily those of Victo-
rian Association of Photographic Societies. While every care is taken with solicited and unsolicited materials supplied, Victorian Association of 
Photographic Societies does not accept any liability for loss or damage however caused. Victorian Association of Photographic Societies 
takes no responsibility for the claims made by advertisers, or transactions by. Does not endorse the products sold on the website/Newsbrief or 
enter into any of the exchanges. Nor is the Victorian Association of Photographic Societies responsible for any exchanging of information or 
monetary amounts. All transactions are solely the responsibility of the advertiser and purchaser. 

Copyright 

Material on the Victorian Association of Photographic Societies site or the Newsbrief may not be reproduced or published elsewhere without 
the written consent of the publisher, Victorian Association of Photographic Societies. All rights reserved. 

Victorian Association of Photographic Societies Inc. 
General Enquiries: 

 
P.O. Box 2010, South Melbourne, Victoria, 3205 

www.vaps.com.au 
Lorraine Holden secretary@vaps.com.au 

VAPS Objectives 

 To advance the art of photography 

 To further the interests of affiliated bodies 

 To draw up regulations governing exhibitions and inter-club competitions 

 To arrange exchange of guest lecturers and demonstrations on any subject relating to photography 

 To arrange exchange of prints between clubs 

 To arrange periodical Conventions of the members of the affiliated bodies and guests 

 To arrange the publication of an official journal or news sheet 

Newsbrief publication deadline  
25th of August 2015 

(Next edition: September 2015) 

Commercial advertisements cost $50 (Full page $100) 
Newsbrief Editor: Karel Reus, editor@vaps.org.au 


