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 As we go to press today our President Ron 
Speed is still recovering from the flu, so we wish him 
a speedy recovery and hope that he is back on his 
feet very soon. 
 A timely reminder to us all to get our flu 
shots and be prepared for the winter months. 
 As reported in last months report Ron has 
received many images of ANZAC day 2015 and 
these are being added to the VAPS Facebook site, 
please visit and review the images. 
 Planning for the 2016 VAPS Interclub and 
Convention is occurring, however somewhat slowly 
as we establish who will be managing the Interclub 
next year. 
 In this Newsbrief is an article by Peter Kew-
ley calling for interested parties to come forward and 
take on the running of the Interclub, please read 
and we trust there will be some positive responses. 
 The newly formed Australian Photographic 
Judges Association is gearing up to facilitate a num-
ber of meetings through to December aimed at the 
training and education of existing, new or emerging 
Club Judges. 
 This new association is an important step in 
developing consistent and recognised standards for 
photographic judges in Victoria and longer term as a 
National objective. 
 The association will soon have a website 
where people interested in joining the association or 
attending the judges courses can register and ob-
tain information on the proposed syllabus. 
 As a courtesy to the new association the 
VAPS website and Newsbrief will advertise the AP-
JA website as soon as it is ready to go.  
 Meantime the weather is grey and cold, a 
good time to be checking over your photographic 
gear and getting ready for the good times ahead. 

  

A note from the Editor: 

 This month’s Newsbrief is a bit light on I’m 
afraid. Put it down to post-convention exhaustion. 
I’m afraid I have also been laid low for a while. I’m 
hoping that the next (August) edition will contain 
more of interest. Club members can help, by send-
ing me items of interest for sharing with the VAPS 
community. 

Karel Reus 
Editor 
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The Convention VAPS INTERCLUB 

AND CONVENTION: 

2016 AND BEYOND 
 Over the last few years the VAPS Con-
vention weekend and Interclub exhibition has 
grown in size and quality of offering. 
 I feel that the recent Bendigo convention 
was the best yet with excellent presentation facili-
ties, presenters and catering. 
 I also feel that it is important that we do 
not get into a situation where we have to exceed 
the previous year’s effort. Bigger and better, 
whilst nice to have, really equates to a higher cost 
for everyone. 
 The intention of the Convention weekend 
is to provide quality presentations together with 
the exhibition of club members’ work in an ac-
ceptable facility.  
 Importantly it is also the opportunity 
whereby clubs can nominate members for their 
outstanding contributions and have them recog-
nised through the award process at the annual 
dinner. 
 Pulling together a full weekend as we 
know it starts early in the year and involves volun-
teers from clubs and the VAPS committee to as-
semble the print exhibition, organise the judging 
process and EDPI shows that make the end re-
sult; the VAPS Convention and Exhibition week-
end. 
 Largely this work has fallen onto just a 
few people who are generous in their time and 
efforts to make the weekend a success. 
 Moving forward to next year and beyond 
we need to change this and enlist either a single 
club to take on the Interclub in its entirety, for say 
two to three years, or source a group of six peo-
ple who do have the time, energy and skills need-
ed to keep the show on the road. 
 The premises that we have been using 
for the last few years to house the near 700 prints, 
between March and May, will not be available in 
the future. 
 Likewise I want to see the running of the 
Interclub move into capable hands and for me to 
be able to step away from that function. 
 If we are to have an Interclub and Con-
vention in 2016, we need a club(s) to come for-
ward NOW and be prepared to take on the Inter-
club management, or at least a group of individu-

als who would be willing to work together and 
manage the Interclub as a team effort. 
The work required is as follows: 

 Collection of clubs’ prints and storage from 
mid-March to end of May; 

 Compiling the data into the VAPS data-
base; 

 Preparing the prints and EDPI/AVs for 
judging; 

 Reporting the judging results for the cata-
logue; 

 Transporting the prints to the exhibition 
venue; 

 Assisting with setting up and take down of 
the exhibition; 

 Inputting the results, images and content to 
the catalogue; 

 Managing the registrations and receipt pro-
cess; 

  
 VAPS will provide training and hands on 
help throughout the process. 
 Also the VAPS Committee will look after 
the Convention, Venue, Presenters and Catering. 
 The main image processing happens in 
the week immediately after receiving the clubs’ 
entries; this work requires two to four persons per 
day for the week.  
 There is work ongoing after the initial 
week but it can be spread out and be managed. 
 If your club, or you as an individual, want 
to help maintain the Interclub on-going please 
contact, 
 
Ron Speed  at  ronspeed@optusnet.com.au 
Peter Kewley at pwk@optusnet.com.au 
 
 The future of the Interclub and Conven-
tion will depend on the help and support that we 
can get from clubs and club members. 
 I look forward to receiving positive re-
sponses. 
 If anyone wants to know more or have 
queries regarding the above please send me an 
email or call on 03 9786 1887. 
 
Thank you 
Peter Kewley 
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Awards 

Meritorious Service Award - Graham Mourney 

Graham joined Geelong Camera Club in 1991 and has achieved many photographic 
successes within the club, receiving several prestigious awards over the years, 
including the Nick Majetic 'Endeavour Award' in 2008.  He became a regular 
contributor to national and international competitions, became a committee 
member of the Vigex Salons and more recently an official on the latter.  His 
lecturing skill saw him become a significant core presenter at the club's annual 
eight week 'Introduction to Photography Course and also the Digital Darkroom 
(i.e. Photoshop) course. From the outset, Graham dabbled with the creativity 
made possible by digital photography while others sat back and gasped in awe at 
his creative achievements and the future possibilities of this new medium.  
While researching and improving his own skills he generously and enthusiastically 
shared his expertise with the growing number of interested members.  This 
groundswell of interest led to Graham establishing the Photoshop Special Inter-
est Group which is interesting and relevant to both beginners and more ad-
vanced participants.  He has always conducted himself with grace, dignity and 
honour and in so doing, is a greatly respected and admired elder statesman of 
the Geelong Camera club.  He thoroughly deserves the Meritorious Services 
Award.  

We continue from last month with a listing of 
meritorious Service Awards announced at the VAPS 

Convention in May 
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Meritorious Service Award - Heather Prince 

Heather joined Geelong Camera Club in 2009 and soon became a significant 
leader in the club, shaping its direction and character through her energy and 
enthusiasm.  She joined the committee in 2010 and was President in 2011.  As 
a leader, she undertook to see that all members enjoyed the camera club expe-
rience.  She assists newcomers by encouraging a learning environment through 
mentoring programs. Her photography inspires the club's workers.  She received 
several prestigious awards for her Print and EDI images, and many acceptances 
in national and international salons, with merits and awards featuring regularly.   
She brought valuable lecturing skills to the club's annual eight week Introduction 
to Photography courses and also the Digital Darkroom (i.e. Photoshop) courses.  
She regularly presents on demonstration and information nights on a wide varie-
ty of topics in both the artistic and technical realms of photography. As a ded-
icated and very well respected club member Heather thoroughly deserves the 
Meritorious Service Award. 

Meritorious Service Award - Peter Knight 

Peter has contributed to the life of Knox Photographic club since he joined in 
2006. He was a member of the KPS judging panel for more than five years, and 
has taught the basic Camera Course at that club every year for at least eight 
years.  He exhibited at a number of KPS exhibitions, including inter-clubs and 
VAPS.  He was Competition Steward for a couple of years and a committee 
member for approximately four years. He willingly helps people in many ways, 
especially beginners.  He steps in when needed to fulfil roles that are important 
to the carrying out of club activities, such as being the Competition Steward. 
We thank him for all his efforts with a Meritorious Service Award.  
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Meritorious Service Award - John Spry 

John joined the Diamond Valley Photographic Society twelve years ago.  He has 
judged at Rosanna and clubs in Melbourne’s North East.  He also organised and 
judged the Whittlesea Agricultural Society Photographic Competition for seven 
years by himself, a mammoth task as entries are plentiful.  He gives talks and 
education sessions on photography at council libraries and has introduced many 
new members to affiliated clubs through his talks.  He enters many exhibitions 
at libraries, local shopping precincts and at an exhibition at Bridges Restaurant 
in Hurstbridge.  John won the 2009 Viv Ball Landscape award.  He has been 
the organiser of a ‘Sensitive Santa’ photographic shoot for the past two years, 
enabling Autistic and Downs Syndrome effected folk to have family memories 
created that would not be possible for them without a quiet place, low even 
light without flash and unobtrusive, non-directive photographers. Low resolution 
JPG images are presented to families on a memory card at the end of the 
shoot. John is and has been involved in working with children with disabilities in 
conjunction with Banyule/Nillumbik/Whittlesea councils. He has enabled these 
people to express themselves photographically and ultimately produce a book 
from their efforts.  He has been a committee member, Competition Steward 
and part of the club’s selection panel for inter-club and exhibitions. He is ac-
tive in social activities and is always available to any member to help with pho-
tographic problems.  John was nominated for the Volunteers of the Year Award 
in the group category in 2004 and again in 2015 and now thoroughly deserves 
the Meritorious Service Award.  



6  

Meritorious Service Award - Coral Symons 

Coral joined Bendigo Camera Club in 1989 and has always been a willing helper.  
She does a  lot behind the scenes, assisting in the kitchen on club nights, serv-
ing drinks on Australia Day, provide quiz questions on Awards Night in Decem-
ber and she has assisted with the organisation of the club’s Easter Exhibition. 
She has held many positions in the club, namely Focus Editor, Competition Sec-
retary, President, Secretary and Judge Co-ordinator. She was on the judging 
list for about five years, including attendance at Castlemaine, Maryborough and 
Knox where she submitted written comments. In 2003 Coral helped judge the 
Ballarat National Exhibition.  She has been a significant contributor to club 
competitions and has been awarded Photographer of the Year a number of 
times.  She regularly submits work in the Australia Day and Easter exhibitions.   
Coral’s experience and knowledge in running and promoting photographic events 
is well received by members as the Bendigo Camera Club.  She continues to 
promote photography in the community.  Coral has worked persistently over 26 
years to promote and encourage others in photography and we thank her with 
the Meritorious Service Award.  

Meritorious Service Award - John Symons 

John joined the Bendigo Camera Club in 1988 and, apart from a one year 
break, has always shown great enthusiasm for his own and others’ development 
of photography skills. His energy and leadership makes him a very significant 
figure in shaping the character and future direction of the club.  Over this 
time he has been Competition Secretary, President, Treasurer  and Pavilion 
Representative.  His ‘clubmanship’ has seen him using his expertise for the in-
stallation of the new projection screen.  He volunteered to assist with this 
Bendigo VAPS conference. He supports the Australia Day event which is a ma-
jor fund raising project for his club.  He gave significant time to a club project 
to make an audio visual on Bendigo’s trams. He has been a judge at Castle-
maine, Maryborough and Knox.  He has organised or assisted in the club’s An-
nual  Easter Photographic Exhibition. Highly respected, John has always con-
ducted himself with grace, dignity and honour and in so doing, is an admired el-
der of the Bendigo Camera club. John Symons is a thoroughly deserving recipi-
ent of the Meritorious Service Award.  
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Meritorious Service Award - Sue Welsh 
Sue has been a member of Camberwell Camera Club for nine years and during 
that time she has participated as a lecturer in the club’s photographic courses 
for members and the public.  She has been on the club’s committee for five 
years and has been one of the Competition Stewards for six years.  She has 
also participated in the club’s exhibitions held in the shop fronts in Camberwell 
junction in 2013 and 2014.  She has been a very active member in the club and 
has been a mentor for new members. Sue deserves the Meritorious Service 
Award as thanks for her dedication to her club and for her cheerful and in-
formative contribution to the photographic skills of her club’s members.  

 

Meritorious Service Award - Donald Weston 

Donald has been a member of Camberwell Club for ten years where he has been 
President, Vice President and now Treasurer.  He has been the convenor of the 
Digital Group for six years and a member of the Audio Visual Group.  He re-
ceived two merit awards in the VAPS competition. Another contribution to the 
Photography movement included 35 years as a member and on the committee of 
the Kodak Employees' Camera Club.  He has judged at Melbourne, Rosanna, 
Knox, Warragul and the Minolta Camera Clubs.  He has lectured in Camberwell 
Club's photographic courses where he demonstrated digital techniques for sev-
eral years.  He has participated in the club's exhibitions in the Camberwell 
Junction in 2013 and 2014.  Don receives the Meritorious Service Award as a 
reward for his continuing active participation in many of the Club's activities, 
including his valuable mentoring and tuition roles.   
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Shepparton Camera Club - 60th Anniversary Exhibition 
 

To celebrate its 60th Anniversary, the Shepparton Camera Club is holding an exhibition at the Shepparton Art 
Museum, 70 Welsford St , Shepparton, from June 6 through to July 12.  

The exhibition includes 41 prints from past & current members, showcasing a wide variety of subject matter.  

The exhibition will be officially opened by club President Bruce Cumming on Saturday June 6 at 10:30am.  

The museum is open 7 days from 10.00am to 4.00pm.   

From the clubs 
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AV MAKERS GET TOGETHER 

Photograph John Spring 

 

On Sunday 13th June, 31 AV makers from city and regional clubs met together at Melbourne Camera Club’s 
rooms in South Melbourne to discuss ways of helping to develop the medium in Victoria. 

Five Victorian photographers spoke about their activities as AV makers and in their clubs. 

In the ensuing discussion it became apparent that there are common issues faced by all of us. Encouraging 
others to share our activity and the challenge of sharing sequences are common. For some they are the only 
member in their club who is making AVs; for others, dedicated AV groups   only have a small number of ac-
tive members and getting to share their sequences with the wider AV community can be an issue. 

In the afternoon Barb Butler showed 20 outstanding AVs from the FIAP collection to inspire us all. 

Another meeting is planned for 4th October, 2015 and it was agreed that the informal group could share and 
communicate through an email network while the possibility of a shared link for downloading sequences and 
sharing comments and ideas should be explored. Others who are interested in this project can contact us 
through mcc-audiovisual@melbournephoto.org.au 
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For more information go to the club’s website at: 
http://www.pakenhamcameraclub.org  
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Advertising in Newsbrief 

House style employs Arial Narrow font, 12 point for body text, 14 point or 18 point for headings.  
Images can be submitted as jpegs up to 300 dpi. Larger images may be reduced to fit.  

Submissions preferred in Microsoft Word format, but pdfs will be accepted 
Newsbrief Editor: Karel Reus, editor@vaps.org.au" 

Advertisers and Sponsors 

DAVID HARRADINE 
LIGHTROOM AND PHOTOSHOP COURSES 2015 

David continues to offer a $100 discount for Affiliated club members  
on all of his advertised courses through 2015. 

Just enter the code VAPS when registering at the training website www.whack.com.au 

David also offers private classes for a minimum 4 and maximum of 6 people at $195 per person 

 

Private classes can be weekdays or weekends,  
however please have your minimum of 4 people together before  

contacting David to discuss dates. 

Clubs can also benefit with a full day seminar at your club for $1200 

Contact David to discuss your clubs needs and suitable dates 
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Victorian Associa on of Photographic Socie es Inc 

Welcomes Epson Australia Pty Ltd 

A new and valued sponsor for our members’ benefit. 
 
 

Special Offer from Epson for VAPS Club Members 
 
 

Register at the following link to receive a $20 online shop voucher as well as 
many offers from the Epson range of products. 

 
h p://www.epson.com.au/cameraclub 

 
We encourage our club members to support Epson in your next printer purchase. Visit their 
website at epson.com.au to get all of the informa on on the new Epson SureColor SC‐P600. 

 
Thank you Epson for your support to the Camera Clubs of Victoria 



 15 

 



16  

World Expeditions are delighted to announce their first photographic tour of beautiful Japan.  It will be led by the 
acclaimed Australian photographer Peter Walton. 
 
During this tour Peter will share his lifetime of photographic experiences with you, not only helping you to capture 
great images of this beautiful country, he’ll show you how he finesses his images in Photoshop. Also, watch as he 
transforms some into beautiful works of art, like the one above. 

During this unique 16 day tour you’ll experience: 

 The contrasts of Japan’s sprawling capital, from the panoramic views at the top of the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Building, to the incredible display of seafood at the world’s largest fish market. 

 Travel on the famous ‘Shinkansen’ high speed bullet train from Tokyo to the historically revered cultural hub 
of Kyoto where you’ll visit Zen temples and gardens, meet geishas, explore the peaceful Philosophers Path, 
and learn about the history of ninja. 

 The holy atmosphere and peaceful views of Shikoku Island. Walk through the beautiful landscapes where 
time stands still, experiencing a pilgrimage path to historic temples and magnificent shrines. At all times we’ll 
be in the company of expert local bi-lingual guides. 

 Accommodation in traditional ryokans, with two nights spent at Japanese temple inns. 

 Several evenings of discussions, demonstrations and photographic tuition by Peter. 

 

The tour starts in Tokyo on September 14 and ends in Okayama on September 27 this year and costs A$6290, 
excluding airfares to and from Japan. 

It’s a tour ideally suited to a small, enthusiastic group of passionate camera club members.  

For bookings or further information call World Expeditions on 1300 720 000, or go to www.worldexpeditions.com 
… then type Peter Walton into the Trip Keyword Search box. 

If you have any other questions you can email Peter at peter@peterwalton.com 

Photograph Japan with Peter Walton  
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Victorian Associations of Photographic Societies Inc  
Proudly welcomes a new sponsor - Imagebank Australia 

 
 

At this years interclub competition Imagebank Australia will be awarding   
vouchers for an 11” x 14” acrylic print  

(valued at $105 each) to 20 photographers  
selected from the AIPC Victorian print finalists. 

 
 

Selection and awards will be made by the AIPC selection committee 
 and announced at the annual dinner. 

 
 

Further to the above Imagebank Australia will be offering monthly prizes of  
acrylic prints to a competition that will be set up via our Facebook page.  

As soon as details are finalised they will be distributed to all clubs  
and announced via the website and Facebook. 

 
 

On behalf of the VAPS community we would like to thank the management 
and staff of Imagebank Australia for their kind and  

generous sponsorship and we look forward to a long association.  
 
 

Sponsor 
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RECEIVE YOUR FREE EMAIL COPY OF 
NEWSBRIEF DIRECT 

SUBSCRIBE AT 

http://www.vaps.org.au/newsbrief 

 

OR GO TO THE VAPS WEBSITE AT   

www.vaps.org.au 

 
 AND OPEN THE NEWS TAB AND SELECT 

NEWSBRIEF NEWSLETTERS. 

 
THERE YOU CAN SUBSCRIBE FOR A FREE 

EMAIL COPY OF NEWSBRIEF 

 
KEEP UP WITH ALL THE NEWS FROM CLUBS 

AND IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

 
IF YOU WANT A HARD COPY THE COST IS 

$30 AND YOU CAN USE THE VAPS CONVEN-
TION REGISTRATION FORM TO ORDER A 

PAPER COPY. 

VAPS Matters 

Affiliate of VAPS -  
Australian  Photographic  Society 

http://www.a-p-s.org.au/ 

Sponsor 

Sponsor of VAPS 
 

www.crumpler.com/au 

A new association has been founded with the in-
terest in training and supporting photographic 
judges. Previous editions of Newsbrief contained 
initial information about the APJA. Watch for more 
news about the APJA in future editions. 
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2015 VAPS Committee 

President  
Ron Speed  
0433 364 844  
president@vaps.com.au 
 
Vice President/Chair Judging Sub-committee  
Alfred Zommers  
asgz47_99@outlook.com  
 
Vice President 
Richard Hallford 
 
Secretary/Convention  
Lorraine Holden  
(03) 9557 7951  
secretary@vaps.com.au 
 
Treasurer/Accountant  
Jeanette Colson  
treasurer@vaps.com.au 
 
Badges & Awards 
Margaret Zommers  
 
Web Administrator/Convention 
Rebecca Nicolandos  
webadministrator@vaps.com.au 
 
Committee Member/Judging  
Ian Rolfe  
 
Newsbrief Editor  
Karel Reus 
0404 882 419 
editor@vaps.org.au 
 
 

History & Archives  
Alan Wilson  
 
Committee Member/Assistant Web Admin. 
Betty Bibby 
 
Committee Member 
Vera Curnow 
 
Committee Member  
Peter Calder 
 
Convention/Interclub sub committee 
Peter Kewley  
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A Brief History: 
 
Camera clubs have existed in Melbourne since the 1890’s, and an umbrella organisation called the  
Victorian Photographic Affiliation was formed in 1908. This guided amateur photography in Victoria for forty 
years. The Victorian Association of Photographic Societies was formed on 27 September 1952 and com-
prised 12 clubs. This has grown to more than 60 clubs in 2014. VAPS is a non-profit association that is en-
tirely self-funded. The Association is run by an elected Committee of Management which is responsible for 
the operations  of the Association, and for ensuring the Association fulfils the objectives. 

Legal 
Victorian Association of Photographic Societies welcomes contributions from interested parties, however Victorian Association of Photograph-
ic Societies accepts no responsibility for the content of these contributions and the views contained therein are not necessarily those of Victo-
rian Association of Photographic Societies. While every care is taken with solicited and unsolicited materials supplied, Victorian Association of 
Photographic Societies does not accept any liability for loss or damage however caused. Victorian Association of Photographic Societies 
takes no responsibility for the claims made by advertisers, or transactions by. Does not endorse the products sold on the website/Newsbrief or 
enter into any of the exchanges. Nor is the Victorian Association of Photographic Societies responsible for any exchanging of information or 
monetary amounts. All transactions are solely the responsibility of the advertiser and purchaser. 

Copyright 

Material on the Victorian Association of Photographic Societies site or the Newsbrief may not be reproduced or published elsewhere without 
the written consent of the publisher, Victorian Association of Photographic Societies. All rights reserved. 

Victorian Association of Photographic Societies Inc. 
General Enquiries: 

 
P.O. Box 2010, South Melbourne, Victoria, 3205 

www.vaps.com.au 
Lorraine Holden secretary@vaps.com.au 

VAPS Objectives 

 To advance the art of photography 

 To further the interests of affiliated bodies 

 To draw up regulations governing exhibitions and inter-club competitions 

 To arrange exchange of guest lecturers and demonstrations on any subject relating to photography 

 To arrange exchange of prints between clubs 

 To arrange periodical Conventions of the members of the affiliated bodies and guests 

 To arrange the publication of an official journal or news sheet 

Newsbrief publication deadline  
25th of July 2015 

(Next edition: August 2015) 

Commercial advertisements cost $50 (Full page $100) 
Newsbrief Editor: Karel Reus, editor@vaps.org.au 


